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Dogs Played a 




• Guard dogs and working dogs 
• Humans were aids to the 
gods, dogs were aids to 
people 
•  Statuettes and magic 
• Nimrud Dogs at the city of 
Kalhu 
• Protect the home from 
demons, normally buried 
under doorways and in each 
corner of the home 
• Golden dog amulets carried 
to ward off diseaseGula 
One of the most important deities  
1. The “great healer” but has a vicious 
temper 
2. Reached peak popularity during the 
Kassite period (1595-1155 B.C.E) but 
first appears as Bau in the Early 
Dynastic Period (2600-2450 B.C.E) 
3. Dogs were her sacred animal arised 
from the observation of dog saliva 
promoting healing  
4. Patron deity of physicians along with 
her son Damu
Temple at Isin 
The largest and most prominent temple 
dedicated to Gula, over 30 sacrificed dogs 
are found along the ramp leading to the 
temple. The sick and injured would take 
pilgrimage to the temple hoping for Gula’s 
blessings.
Dogs in Daily Life 
1. Most dogs were kept in the home much 
as they are today. 
2.The two main breeds were mastiffs and 
hunting dogs such as greyhounds. 
3. Dogs were trained and used in                   
rituals to protect harvests from            
pests, magical and otherwise
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Figure 1 – Assyrian Huntsman with Hounds by 
Osama Shukir Muhammed (CC BY-NC-SA) OTHER RESOURCES USED: 
 The goddess Gula with her sacred animal 
the dog Credit: the Welcome Collection, CC 
BY. 
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Figure 2- Clay Model Dogs from Never by  
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